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of a good, such as is presumably aimed at in
human action, was supposed to inspire every
movement in nature ;  and this good, for the
sake of which the very heavens revolved,
was akin to the intellectual happiness of a
Greek sage,   Nature was a philosopher in
pursuit of an idea.    Natural  science then
took a moralising turn which it has not yet
quite outgrown.    Socrates required of astro-
nomy, if it was to be true science, that it
should show why it was best that the sun
and moon should be as they are ; and Plato,
refining on this, assures us that the eyes are
placed in the front of the head, rather than
at the back, because the front is the nobler
quarter, and that the intestines are long in
order that we may have leisure between meals
to study philosophy.   Curiously enough, the
very enemies of final causes sometimes catch
this infection and attach absolute values to
facts in an opposite sense and in an inhuman
interest;   and you often hear in America
that whatever is is right.   These naturalists,
while they rebuke the moralists for think-
ing that nature is ruled magically for our
good, think her adorable for being ruled,
in scorn of us,  only by  her  own   laws;